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NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS
.

"The purpose of the Center shall be to collect and disseminate statistics and other data related to education
m the United States and in other nations. The Center shall .... collect/collate, and from time to time, report
full and complete statistics on the conditions of education in the United States; conduct and publish reports
on specialized analyses of the meaning and significance of such statistics; , . .. and review and repo educa-_
tion activities in foreign countries.."--Section 406 (b) of the General Education Provisions Act, as amended
(20 U.S.C. 1221e-1). . .
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FOREWORD.

This publication reports fiscal year 1977-1978 program and plans for the National Center forqcfucation
Statistics (NCES). NCES collects data which portray the condition of education in the United States and abroad,
analysetand reports the meaning of such data, and assists State and local education agencies in devising 'and'
supporting standardized statistical systems. NCES also reviews the datacollection activities in the Education
Division to redvce respondent burden by eliminating excessive detail and redundancy

The report follows this. pattern: (al a section entitled "NCES Policies, Procedures, and Processes" summarizes
NCES' response to its legislative mission and special mandates and (b) two sections describe the NCES program interms of statistical services and education statistics Statistical services eiKompats three major service-orientedprograms assistance to State, local:and,other agencies and institutions, special analyses of primary data, and the
Center's two major'diisemination systems: Education statistics include data collected from surveys ofparticipantsin education activities and from institutions and State and lbcal education agencies,.

.r.

It is our hope that this report will give the reader a clear perception of the structure and functions of theNational Center for Education Stostistics.

A
iii

Marie '13$ Eldridge
Administrator, National Center

for Education Statistics
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INTRODUCTION

The National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES )' is a statistical agency .withr ,the Education
Division of the U.S Departm6t of Health,
Ed-ucation,"and Welfare. NCES is one,of five general
purpose statistical agencies within the Federal 'statis-
tical systetw charged with providing timely and
accurate data for management and decision-making
at - Federal, State, and local government levels. as
shown in the table below. c2.

The Center was designated. as part of'the Office of
the Asistant Secretary - for Education by the
Education Amendynents Of 1974 (Public Law
93-380), which added Section 406 to Part A of the
General Education Provisions Act The amendment
expanded the Center's mission to include four
principal mandates by specifying that NCES Shall

"(I) collect, and flom, time to time, report full'
and complete statistics on the conditirn of
education in the United States,

(2) conduct and publish reports on specialized
analysei of the meaning and significance of
such statistics, .

(3) assist State and local educational agencies in
improving and automating their statistical
and data-collection activities,

(4) review and report on educational activities
in foreign countries "

010

c

ice.

. The Education Amendments of 1976 (Public Law
94-482) assigned, NCES a fifth mandate: ,

"(5) conduct a continuing survey' of institutions
of higher education and local educational agencies
to determine the demand for, and the availabilsty
of, quahfied teachers and administrative persontNI,
specially in critical areas within education which
are developing or are likely to develop, tnd assess
the extent to which programs administered 'in the
Education Division are helpmg to. meet the needs
identified as a result of such continuing survey."

The legislation further specified that NCES' National .

Advisory Council on EducatioTh , Statistics report
ahntaillY to the Congress on areas of need for quali-
fled *personnel and make recorhmendations with
respect to addressing those needs.

The legislation also directed NCES to develop with
the Office of Education mformation elements and
uniform definitions for a national v.ocatiorial educa-
tion data reporting .and accounting system. "This
system shall include information . on vocational
students- (including information' on their race and
sex), programs, program completers and leavers, staff,
facihties, and expenditures " The Center is responsi-
ble for estabhshing and mamtammg the mformation
System.

ve

I-
FederalStatistical Systim

Executive Office of the
President

Office of Management and Budget
Stat,ical Policy Division . p

Statistical Reporting Bureau of Bureau of National Center National Center
Service Labor the for illealth for Education

(Dept of Agriculture) Statistics Census Statistics Statistics

1

9
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The\ Education Amehdments of-49.76 amended
Section 406 of the Geperal Education Provisions Act
by requiting coordination of ". . the collection of
information and data acquisition activities of the.,
Education Division and the Office for Civil Rights"
to eliminate excessive detail and unnecessary or
redundant information requests. The reSponflibility.
for directing the 'review and coordination was
delegated to the Administrator of NUS. Other

*responsibilities, delegated to the Administrator
under this section include assisting the Education
Division and the Office for Civil Rights to prepare
the justification for -information requests; receiving
comments on the information requests from prospec-

V

2

11,

6

a

`live respondent education agencies or Institutions;
preparing summaries of coltected information insofar
as practicable, and developing a common set of
definitions and terms. The Commissioner of Edu-
cation was directed to report,on the progress of these
activities in the annual report to the Congress.

The following lieport oh NCES program activities
and plans for fiscal years 1977 and 1978 presents first
an overview-of the policies, procedures, and protesses
developed, to implement NtES progrrillatic
responsibilities and goals. The overyiewis followed by
a description of the program for fiscal year 1977 and
plans for fiscal year 1978. The report concludes with
a summary of the-Overall program costs.

2
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NCES' POLICIES, pROCEDt4RES, AND PROCESSES

Mission and Objectives

.The National Center fo; Education Statistics is the'',
primary Federal agency responsible for the collection,
processing, storage, interpretation, reporting, and.dis-
sernination of statistics about education. NCES takes
leadership among Federal agencies for impleritenting
a statistical program which encompasses a basic core
of comparable education data for monitoring trends
an4 which provides users with cppventent access to-
data. The Center reviews and assembles data from
many sources to report annually to the Congress on
the condition of education and to provide informs- -
tion to the education community.

The National Center for Education Statistics, as
the sole agency charged with prochicing general .
purpose education statistics, is confronted by meeting
with linuted resources the needs of many actual and
prospective user groups. Therefore, the "establishment
of program priorities is of critical importance. The
Center concentrates its efforts on addressing the
Congressional mandates.

To be useful to policy makers, a statistical data
core must be predicAd upoi a strong and positive

, relationship- between those-who need andthose who
provide the data. Therefore, the NCES program
focuses on establishing those statistical services neceS-
miry. to collect comparlibIe and timely education
statistics that are relevant, comprehensive, and useful
but not overly burdensome to those who provide the
data.

NCES 'policies, procedures, and processes are based
on the following objectives:

to maintain a parsimonious data-acquisition pro-
gram by collecting data not available elsewheie
and by utilizing existing survey systems, such as
the current population survey of the Bureau of
the Census;
to strengthen --the Federal, State, and lOcal
cooperative data-acquisition system in .orderto
develop and 'maintatin v.oviparable, basic data
cores at all levels oteducatiqn;/ 40'

3

1.1

.

- to make, acquisition, analysis, and dissemination
more efficient and useful by increasing technical
assistance to State.and local agencies and institu-
tions;
to expand capacity to analyze existing databases
and to develop the methodological tools through
which data are transformed into information for
policy use; and
to disseminate data quickly 'and in a variety of
print and non:print modes such as computer
tapes, on-line computesierminal access, espe-
cially prepared tabulati , and microform

' ducts.
In addition, to the specific programmatic effortS

developed to 'meet ICES' mission and objectives;
there are a variety of auxiliary activities. someof.

"which are described below.

Program Redesign ancilleorg,anizatios

During fiscal year 19'/6, the NCES pi-6gram was
redesigned and the Center, was reorganized effective
January 17; 1977 (see appendix A). The new pro-
gram design encompasses the range" of statistical
services necessary to support and enhance the formu-
lation of educational policy. It emphasizes ,both
developnient of comparable and timely baseline and
trend data required for policymaking and the pro-
vision. of statistical Service's necessary for effective
utilization of the data. Services include improving
the capacity of 'statistical systems to supply' com-
parable and timely data, detteloping analytical tools
throughwhich data are transformed into- information
for policy use, and increasing the accessibility and
speeding the flow of information to many groups

- of users.
The NCES reorgan tion implements the program

design and consolid es related functions, utilizing '
the following rationale:

1. Centralization of areas of coOrn thitlinpact
on the slide sets of institutional record systems
and data sources.

11:
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2. Integration of all aspects of a policy area, ,', -t ''''',: Education Vimpciwer .,
3. Complete project accountabilfty, ,, '' .' ":". , ,

-4. Attention to the-Center"1amandate for analysis:: \.. The -Congressional mandate requires a continuing
5. Centralization of disse Vnikiation activItiei., ', ,,survey of`educational.persOnnel supply and _demand., **t

. .% ii ,,;" - , ''', NOES...clata-collection activities have- highligthed , an
To, carry out these pri2cfPrei, In°1-041*,siffct011'''' Oversupply' of beginning teachers. The data -collection

the elementary-secondary schools are grouped hi one pr m begun in the liarly 1970's will continue,'
division and those affecting postsecondary institu- using data from two studies of teacher supply:
lions in another. In multilevel areas where well- (I) the survey of 1975-76 teacher trainees in institw
define separation is impossible (e.g., learning ' tions with teacher-training progranis,swhich provides
resources), special care has been taken ,to specify ie ,teacher
coordination among those areas. The Divisions of

data on Sibspeati ..i,n the pipeline, And
(3) the purvey of recent llege graduates, which

Elementary-Secondary Education and Postsecondary prqsfdes'ilata on the numbryof 1974-75 grad'uatesducation
integrate (a) data design and development by field of training and teaching o

of standard definitions, (b) institutional survey' are prepared to teach, certified 'to 'teach, and
actifities, (c) population or target groutcsurveys, and employed as teachers in 1970-77. Plans for fiscal

'(d) secondary analysis. For multilevel studies, the
. year 1978 include a,study of teacher supply and a

entire span of activity is confined within each branch. 'feasibility, .study of 'the reserve supply. (persons
Project accountability eliminates parallel efforts on qualified to teach but not teaching) .
the same problem and clearly spells out areas of tote In response to the mandate of the .Educatio'n_
respOnsibility. The first level of responsibility is deta .11Ornendments of 1976, surveys of teacher demand
mined by the scope of the effort (e.g,,elementary- 4 have been added to tht program. In:fiscal years1977 -
secondary, postsecondary, multilevel), and the sand 1978,w,data on the number of newly hired z
branches within 'each division are eased on the ;eachers by teachupeassignment will be colleCted and
particular, functiOn involvedre., systems deign, 'analyzed, and,a report prepared A survey will also -be
data acquisition;oand analyais): -- 4° designed to cbllect4data on the number of positions

..

0

. In the new orgamaatiosn, the analysis function is filled by less than fully qualified personnelninfilled..

emphasized throughout the Center. Greater response- positions, and teachers leaving the profession.
bilit; is placed on the survey process to produce
analysis that transcends basic reporting requirements. National Vocaticnial Education Data System
Analysis activities are supported by a new position of .

Assistant Administrator for Research and Analysis, Data Information System - NCES is mandated to ,
with primary function of" developing improved states- ,'design a national vocational education information
tical n*tifbds and techniciletsitid closely monitoring / systein to include. data on students, progratns, pro' '
analysis activities and statistical mothoq. gram completers and leavers, staff, facilities, and

The "Division of Statistical Services is focusing .=expenditures. 4The system will be compatible -as
making data available on a timely basis, reevaluating
the publications program, and increasing efforts to
make studies and survey data available through com-
puter tapes, microfiche, monographs, and special
tabulations. The Fast Response Survey System and
the Statistical Issformation Branch (formerly known
as Reference, .Estimates, and Projection's) provigle
tailored data to address policy issues and answer
speiific questions.

106 Mandates
This action describes NCES' response to the

special ma ates- of the .Education Amendments of
1976 to cone ct a continuing surlily of the supplyIt and demand education personnel, to develop ,a
national vocati nil -education data-reporting and
-accounting sy em, and to coordinate information
and data - collection activities of the Education
Division (NCES, OE, NIE) and the Office for Civil
Rights.

much as possible e with the occupational information
stem being established by the National Occupa-

'onal Information. Coordinating Committee
described below. NCES and representatives from-
Other Federal agencies, State education agencies, and
professi&nal associations are identifying and receiving
data elements -during 1977 irpreparation for sub-
mitting a revised plan to the Office of Management
and Budget. Training sessions for State represeAta- 4

a .

tiv!( on use of the-system will be scheduled following
approval of the plan. The system will be implemented .

in 1978.

State collowup Studies ,-. The Commissioner of
Education is directed by the Educational Amend-
ments of 1976 to evaluate vocational education
progriais. NCES will provide technical` - expertise to
the 'States to help 'them determine the extentto
which program qimpleters and leaveis find employ-
ment in Occupations related, -to their traini4 and the
extent to which program completers and.leavers 'are

,

4, 12 0.



considered by then employers to be well trained and
prepared for'emplOyment. The design and conduct of
the studies are being undertaken in 1977 and 1978.
The reports will be prepared in 1979

,Pt

National OCcupatiLlial Information Coordinating
Committee The Committee composed of the
Comnussidner of Education, the Administrator of
NCES'Ithe Commissiond of Labor Statistics, and the
Assistant Secretary for Employment and Training is
charged with (1) improving comMunicatiori and
coordination among administrators and -planners of
programs authonzed by the 'Vocational-Education
Act of 1963,'as anfended, arrd the Comprehensive
Employmeni sand Training Act, (2) establishing an
occupational information system to meet the needs,
of vocational, education programs, and employment'
and training programs at the national, State, anti.local
levels, and (3) assisting States in estiblistlingoccupa-
tional information coordinating committees

Coordination and Re View of Data-Aequsitio
Activities

The Assistant Secretary for Education established
the Education Data-Acquisition Council (EDAC) in
1975 to ensure- that all data-aceoltition activities
within the Educa*tion Division are adequately Justified
and coordinated The `Educatiqp Amendments of

-"1., 1976 provide a firm legal -underpinning for. the
Councri and extend its scope to include the
education - related] activities ti the difice for Civil
Rights -

During fiscal years 1977 and 1978, EDAC wall
revise its charter to Conform tO the new law and will'
automate the annual 'inventory of data-acquisition
activities within the Education Division' and the
,Office for Civil Rights The NCES Administratpr,
acting undef the new provisi s, willdevelop guide-
lines.for these agencies in prqanng data summaries
for the meducation conuhunity" and the public, and
will expand, iesturces permitting, NCES efforts to
standardize definitions and terms used in education
d'ata-acquisition activities and 'to provide technical
assistirice m developing data acquisition activities,

at meet the required legit criteria: Under procer
es established by the Council " each data-acqiustion

activity is reviewed to determine whether it is
necessabe and not excessively burdensome.

Advisory Council on Education Statistics.

Se. on 406 of the General Education Provisions

Act, as amended by the Education Apendments oT
1974 (Public Law 93-380), directe4c1 establishment of
an Advisory Council to advise and counsel the Center.
The Council, composed of public and Federal repre-
sentatives, reviews the Center's policies and, sets
standards.to eraiue the high quality and nonpolitical
nature of NCES productrind services. In its first
annual -report to Congress, the Advisory Council
stressed the importance of technical assistance,
analysis, and diksrnination, as well as of improved
corqmunication with the cress, ensure
responsaveness to information nee mu-
'anon. The Center has develppe t will
provide the foluidation requited p g timely
statistics to its data users and providers.

Federal Juteragency Consortium of Users of
, , Education Statistics,

In responsto section 406(f) of the General Edu-
cation Provisions Act, as amended by the Education
Amendments of 1974, NCES established and directs
a consortium of Federal agencies to develop a shared-
data base for. cational statistics. At present, the
Federal Inters cy Consortium of Users of Educa-
tion Statistics ( includes representatives from more °
than <30 Federal agencies and Congressional comma,:
tee staffs) plans' to incorporate higkdemand data
tapes into a centrahied library and eyedually onto
the EDS/TAT on-line computer -access system. In
1970 NCES 'published 'the firaticlition of the
Directory of ,Fedetat Agency,Educatfon Data Tapes,
which identifies and describes education data bases

.avaitable op computer taparom Consortium member
agencies that 'conduct educatiOnlelevant rgsearch
and maintain grata systems.

^ ,k

fast-Response Survey System

The Fast-Response Su rey System (FRSS ), opciaie
tional in 1976, isk capable o collecting andVissetiti-
nating data rapidly, Desigiell to eriducc nationally -

representative data within approximately 3" itiOnths,
FRSS focuses on key, current policy-relatedrissues.tor
which data are not available elsewhere. Samples have.,
been selected to represent the followMg educational
sectors: local education agencies; elementarylsecon-
dary schools (both 'public and private), institutions
of higheteducation; and noncollegiate postsecondal-y
schools with occupational programs.,,,State education
agencies are canvassed as a universe. Two surveys
were conducted with FRSS'. one on statewide devel-
opments in Rerformance-based eduCation, the other

4 1
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on job-plabement)services provided by
to" high, school. studehts, graduates;
The 'findings have been published.

fas.
Progr:am of AdMinistrator's

41111k ptogram to r!romoie interest in.

school districts
and dropouts.

Fellows
analy'sis among

LACES staff and provide analysis of NCS data was
initiated in 1976. Staff members interested in con-
ducting studies on specific topics compet1 for a
limited number of positions as Administrator's
Fellows. Successful competitors are required to

'complete the analytic work within a 3-month
period.

14
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STATISTICAL SERVICES

The program of the National Center for Education
Statistics is designed to provide the range of statistical
services necessary to support and enhance the formu-
lation oT educational policy The Center -assumes
responsibility not only for coordinating a timely and
accurate data base but also for supplying statistical
services to ensure its utility and use.

These services include stimulating -the improve,
ment of statistical systems to increase data compara-
bility and use, developing the analytical tools
necessary to transform data into information for
policy use, and coordinating and disseminatingthe
flow of inforniation to many groups of users.

' Assistange

The assistance program supports The development
and implementation-Of compatible data systenis at
the State) level. Experience indicates that tardy
reporting and noncomparable data bases among State
systems impair analytical capacity and delay disseim-
nation The program for fiscal years 1977 and 1978
continues the tenter's .effort to develop and revise
standird defiriilions and ternunology coupled, for the
first time,,with training programs to assure imptien-
tation, extends the Federal-State cooidma ion
activities to postsecondary education; and continues
a program of selected activities to assist State and
local agencies improve their data collection and
reporting systems

Assistance encompasses the following activities:'

Federal-State Coordination andPlanning
Development and Implementation of Standard

Definitions and Terminology
National Assessment of Educational Progress

Federal -State COordination and Planning

NICES,works closely with State representatives in
cooperative ,p)anning of activities designed to address
Federal -reqements for timely, accurate: and 'com-
parable data through meeting the expressed needs of

s

15

the States in improving and automating their stasis-
tical and data-collection activities.. T achieve' this

NCES' reorganization establishe the Federal-
ate C-oordination Branch within e Division of

Statistical Services. ,

.Elementary-Secondary Education (FY 1977-78)

NCES and the Council of Chief State School
Officers' Committee on Evaluation and Information
.Systems (CEIS) will continue to reyiew Federal data-
collection activities and to identify priorities for
new- and long-terneassistance efforts: Fiscal year
19'77 activities .included a liaison function to inform
States of the data required by the Education Division
in administering federally 'legislated programs.

Through a State-level information and personnel
exchange, NCES encourages exchangesof technical
tools and expertise. A CEIS survey conducted under
the information exchange. identified Ind made avail-
able to the States various delrlopments in statistical
and automated information *systems the 'personnel
exchange` sponsors on-site assistance and t orkshop
activities that focus on developments identified in the
information exchange

An annual seminar program for State personnel on
improvintdata production and data utilization selects
topics bylinalyzing the data reported in the informa-
-lion exchange survey

State Capacity Building

NCES is initiating a, program to accelerate the
development of compatible State statistical systems
and to help State and local education agencies to
improve these systems. The program will concentrate
on upgrading these systems thropgh (a) installation of
automated systems'irithe areanf finance, personnel,
pupils, facilities, and ,curriculum, and (b) improve-
ment of SEA admini ation and management of data
systems through su activities as development of
State plans for syst ms automation and improve-
ment, installation periodic evaluations of the

7



systems, and implementation of NCES Ilndbooks of
(Istandard terminology

Activiikin EY 1977 - NCES is developing program
___

guidelines with assistance from the State representa-
tive groups. The J976 {formation eNchange survey
assessment of the statps and. needs of State statistical
and automated information systems is being ut)kized
in developing these capacity building projeCts7

Plans for FY 1978 - NCES will enter into agreements
with State education agencies to improve and auto;
mate their statistical and information systems Two
types of awards may be made Special Purpose
Low-eV, one-time awards, not to exceed. 1 year,to,
concentrate on sdch projects as the development of
3- to 5-year State plans for data systems or the
automation of a specific data reporting module, and

lImplement tion Projects - 'Higher cost awarct.kar one
....., v.

period, to implement State plans ;o build State
year, with t e option to renew over a 3- to 5 ear

statistical/data system capacities

1/1

Postsecondary EducatonN(FY 1977-78)

Cooperation between NCES and the Council of
Chief State School Officers at the elementary and
secondary school level has provided the model fora
network in postsecondary education Through. the
State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO)
and "1202- Commission members, an or anon of
State postsecondary ecrucatton officials foster,
Federal-State cooperation and planning s been
established This organization, to avoid \in easing
respondent burden, is building upon existin exer-
cise at the State level to help-States met ma gement
and Planning requirements for postseaginda educa-
tion in concert with Federal data requirements

Development and Implementation of Standard
Definitions and Terminology (FY 1977.78)

The handbooks and manuals of standard defini-
tions and :terminology, which are developed in
cooperation with' educational Organizations and
agencies, contribute both to the improvement of
State and local datasystems and to the uruformIty of
administrative statistical reporting VES promotes
the handbooks and design of accdunting systems
based on the handbooks through ,training materials
and workshops for State, focal, and institutional
personnel NCES is accelerating the uselpf hand-
books by .concentrated .efforts to develop training
materials and conduct workShops in FY` 1977 which
apply the standard definitions c.ontaufed in the
elementary- secondary !.school finance handbook to
financial accounting systems in State and (local
school sYstterns. The workshops, several days in

duration, are to be. training experiences concentrated
not only on application of Revised Handbook 11 but
on facilitating data acquisition for the elementary-
secondary data core program In FY 1978, training
will be, extended to application of standard termi-
nology and classification to areas of pupil,.staff;.and
facility accounting.

14,

In the 'poStsec'ondary sector, there are training
programs to apply the Higher Education Finance
Manual to State reporting systems This effort will
continue In FY 1978 augmented.by training materials
and ,workshops to assist States, institutions, and asso-
ciations in adopting the. Higher Education Finance
Manual' ,

0 Fiscal year 1977 'will see completion of the Post-
secondary Student Terminology Manual and the
Revised Property Accounting Handbook for
Elementary-Secondary Ldtication and field testing of
the Handbook on Community Infoimation to assist
LtA efforts to idehtify,and incorporate community
characteristics data into school system files The
development of a ,Taxonomy of Subiect 'Matter for.
all levels of education will proceed and the initial
draft of a-Handbook on Adult and Continuing Educa-
tion will be completed

A shelf of Handbooks in 'the State Educational
Records and Reports series required a Combined.
tlossary Published in 1974, the Combined Glossary
is now being updated and afi fisc year 1,978 NCES
plans'to transfer the glossary to mputer tape and
keep the computer tatieigrjent.-

NaticntaAssessment of Educational Progress
(FY 1977-78)

NatiOnal'Assessment of Education Progress
(NAEP) is an annual survey of the knowledge, skills,
understandings, and attitudes of young Americans,
which incltides` seven learning areas. The survey is
now in its 8th year, and requests for assistance from
State and local. education agencies are increasing.
Assistance activities' range .,from exploratory and
planning sessions with State and local ed'ucation
officials, governors, and legislators' to providing
technical,assistance 'and special materials for Stag,
and loc. A' use. To assist State and local education

, .
agencies interested in comparing their -student per:
formance with NAEP's national and regional,._

'results, NAEP .1s exploring such options as deny
estimates or "profiles" drawn from its data so that
SEA's and LEA's can compare their own assessment
results with a similarly/ constituted State of locality

Analysis .
1

Analytical studies enhance ,the usefulness of
infoimation in Several ways They enable Wrange to

. .
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be assessed more accurately, provide insights into the
significance of data through the application' df
statistical techniques, and describe more fully the
education enterprise and its impact on participants
by incorporating demographic, social, and economic
data
' NCES Plans includp expansion of the analysis
function (2% major consideration in the reorganization
of N( ES) 'Linkages between analysis and the data
bases for elementary-secondary and pOstseconda6,
education were built ifito the% organization at every
level In fiscal years 1977 and 1978, analysis studies
focus on

Methodological Developments
e=ducational Target Groups
Trends in Education,

Methodological DevelopMents

a

these provide the means for making data compara-
ble from several bases and for establishing indices for
interpretive analysis The studies in this area include

Census Data by SchocttDstrict
IndicatAis of Inegivality of Educational

Op..unity
Measures of Educational Outcomes in Industrial

Nations
Statistical Analysis Group in Education
Synthetic Estimation of the Number of-Spanish'

Language Children

Census Data b}P.School District

N( ES has developed an updated School Distriu
Reference Tape for aggregating., at the school district
level, social and economic data from the 1970 census
of population and housicg This updating reflects the
more than 1.000 consolidations and other cti sin
school district boundaries that have occurrealkom

.1970 to 1974 Statistics from this update will benefit
target populati'Ons by improved allocation and tar-
geting of funds For example, data on the number of
childr -below the poverty level will he helpful to

E As title I' mana'ge'rs and State coordinators in
along subcounty allocations, data on low-education

attainment will contribute to the Adult Basic Pciuca-
tion Program, and tatistics on occupations and
vocational training id the Career and Vocational
Education Programs as Well as the newly formed
O'ccupationai PlInning Unit in the Bureau of Occupa-
tiona4 and Adult Education .

Activities in FY 1977 -'1'he school district reference
. I

tape was revised to reflect district hoUndary changes
betwe61 1970 and 1974, Census data are being retab-
ulated according to the revised reference tape and
entered-into the EDSTAT on-line automated access
system A modest study of sources of error is being
conducted

Plans for FY 1978 - A design study will develop pro-
duction and quality control specifications for
producing a school district reference tape for the
1980 decennial census

Indicators of Inequality 'of Educational OpportUnity

" I his' exploratory study has the following obje;c-
tives provide Federal planners and managers with
new information about the actual and potentiAuses
of-indicators of inequality of educational opportunity
at the elementary-secondary level impro've under-*
standing of the concepts of inequality of educational
opportunity, define a set of indicators to serve a
ran of policy purposes, derive these indicators from
curIntly available data and make recommendations
for CES data acquisition and analysis

Activities in FY 1977 - An analysis of previously
collected data from 4,900 school districts on the
I70 census,'ELSF.GIS data tape wac completed and
a;report is being prepared Attention is being gni&
to relationships between resource measures of per-
pupil expenditures and pupil-teacher ratios and
characteristics of the schoordistricts such as income,
race, urbanization, and ability to pay The role of the
States and ttie F ederal government in narrowing
resource disparities is being explored

Plans for FY 1978 - The methodology will he applied
to 1974-75 data to urkover trends in resource chs-
creparlcies and to determine whether the indicators
can he improved

Measures of Educational Outcomes in Industrial
Nations

--NCES is mandated to review and report on educa-
tional activities . in foreign countries Budgetary
constraints permitted undertaking one new study in
fiscal year 1976 The study is designed to research
and compile data on educational outcomes in relation
to youth employment in selected industrial nations.

This study of educational outcomes and related
educational experiences in the United States and
other industrial nations will suggest directions for
NCES data collection, analysis, and presentatiqp The
study will identify and compare outcome Measure-

t
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ments related to tee interface between education and
'youth employment (jobs, income, the transition froth
school to work,%nd careerladders), and youth unem-
ployment

Activities in FY 1977 - 'The first phase includes a
determination of availability and comparability of
data on e'dilvna'tion outcomes in the member nations

the Organization of Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) with policy issues selected for
further eia minat ,Jrfformation relating to
guidance, vocational education, placement practices,
apprenticeships, and other procedures directed at
reducing youth unempldyment will.be presented in a
report.

Plans for FY 1978 Results of the first phase, Will
be integrated with the deliberations of a conference
of experts to produce a report on such issues as the
effectiveness of education and trAming in reducing
youth'unemplOyment .

: Stamtical Analysis Group in Education

4 4
t NCES has contracted for _a statistical analysis
grcrup uri5clucation (SAGE) to develoct add maintain

capabilities equal to the state-of:the:art of
corductipg 'analytic.inquiries ana applying statistical
survey methodology The contractor works .closely
with NCES personnel in identifying specific
milkodologicaiproblems as assighed

Activities in FY 1977 - Work willthe completed on
four',1a0cs initiated ,late in the previous fisdal year
( I ) sysiernatie identifatation of persistent technical
problems affecting -NCES' da-collection and

wanalysis activities that might be. foci of
SAGE effotrts ,in subse,quent yeartItf the contract,

'62) optimization of the fectiveness of -followup
research by developin to ru'quesfor 'comas with
nOnrespanse bias,*( 3) development of a model fora
cost of education index permitting comparisons
among regions and States with regard to education
outlays by equating difrerentiar costs of) providing'
goods and servicesa.rid (4) development of systerry
atic procedures for solving the/ problems of file
incompatibility when attempting tO merge large
data bases

Plan for FY 1978 -.Reports and publications stem-
ming from the four tasks: described above will be
prepared and issued Based upon the results of
Task 1 abo;,e, additional methodological tasks will
be selected try NCES and assigned for ixecudon
FY 197

s eP

-

Synthetic Estimation of the Number
of Spanish-Language Children

To meet a Congressional interes in identifying
concentrations of persons with 11 English-
speaking ability within each State, NCES re uested
the Bureau orthe Census to develop and to evaluate
'procedures for synthetically estimating such con`
centrationt from the State-representative data of
the FEW srey of income arjd education (SIE)

Activities in 'Fill1977 - Census will use estimators.
from the SIF and, apply them to the 1970 decennial
cerislp date for selected school districts in Texas,.
California, and New Jersey Res'ults of the estima-
tionstions ill be .cOrnpared with recent schobl district
values Items to be Selected Will be those expected
tb be included in the 1980 decennial census

*.

\ -10
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Plans for FY 1978 The project will be completed

. Educational Target Grbups

*- (
, These studies include data from several sources
For- analyzing educational, problems aerating to
specific populations Projects include

4

Peisonriel Prepared to Teac,h orWork With
Persons oftirmted English-Speaking

4

Federal Expensditures in Eletication Programs
for Two Groups of Children'

- Linguistically Different Children and Adults

-Target abup Participationan Postaecondary.
Education,

Personnel Prepared To teach.or Work With
Pe rsorutot Limited English-Speaking Ability

,

In support of, the Commissioner of Education,
'who will report to the Congresi by February 1,

1978, on trig condition of bilingual education'in the
Nation, NCES is collecting and analyzing data from
institutions ofIlugher education on the number of
persons who are being trained .to teach or work
with persons-of limited English-speaking ability from
backgrounds io which Enslisksis not the dominant
language.k IV addition, ,NCES is collecting data on

b of employed, elementary-secondary
aes.r s who are qualified by jeasori of
to !teach childien ith limited English-
ability The result g data base will be
to indicate the ca city of institutions of

school t
language
speaking
analyzed

t

4:
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hi education and fhe public/school systems to
pro e.the.needed personnel for bilingual education.
prqgioms. In this way, the Commiss nex of Educa-
tion. will have .available data ,ter fitnmend any
somhinatton of tratning,and retraining, 'warns to
ensure en adequate supply of :qualified ',Personnel
t., work tn.bilingual edu'Cation programs

Activities in FY 1977 Data collectiohs are yn grocess
enyl preliminary analysis is underway

ment of the education- needs of young nunonty'
addlits who have limited' English-speaking ability,
PtCe analyzing data on educational attainment,
labor rce. participation, unemployment,-__ and
mco This analysis is modeled on the special
analyses of the July 19,75 survey of languages already

Apared by, NCES.
It is expected 'that portions of the adult data

-oviill be rncluded in the antiudleitcirt,to the Congress,
submitted, by the Commissionetof Education and

. , . , the Secretaty of 'Labor pursuant to Part J "of-the
a Plans for FY 1978 - The repcfrt,will be compjet.ed ,?, Vecatioiral EduCatiOn Act,, agamelided '

- I a i
# .

Fede*ral FiPenditures in Edueation.__,Yograrryi for fetivias in FY '1977 '- The analyses are underway
'

,

, Two Groups of Children . . . .
:( ,.' . t.; Pfifts for FY 1978'. The -analyses -Wilf be completed.. Thi; study responds io Congressional 'merest in

asCertai9ing comparative rrogrark.-tosts between a , .
. "

block Federa'l aid add aigtrete categorical, aid - . ". Target-Group Participation i
1

.
Prbgram costs fcrreligible -participants uptwo'categor- '. PosteecoridiryEdusition-

, Ical program classifications, economically- deprived ,,..
.

and, limited' English-sjapaking children, will be.calcu-: . Special analyses 4f tlie,characteristrcs of' young
on a per-ihild basil as well as by categorical' adults 44;) Fontire in postsecondary education,

. prdgram ara- various types of cost ,comparisons wilJ as weH ag'.oftthcieet,ho be not, have been destined..
- be drawn- 4 : .,, 4 ie i t h special emphasis cui selected ''Sarget Ooups

Participating Children in the sarnple..of the -1,976 (e.g., worue`n. and, racial/etWc., minorities).' These' .,

HEW survey of incomeandeducation (S1E) are'beiht analrset draw uPO'n data from the Bureau of the li
classified by povertyoand language, with approprtate Ceniuis .Mhp- #974 current poptilarioli survey, CPS)
steps' taken to Minimize clagification,efrqr5r the -and fromHtWs197,6 survey of.incoritb and educa-

' measures of cloverty and Sang cage used in the I9'?6 ,.. r (SIE) ' i'ion s - - I
.

SIF are, being reevaluated Poverty" -is tieing assessed
y a reintervreev and language by, TecatilSratlop of the

. .
Attivities in FY 1977 -"Plans are being developed ,to

eaSure'of English language pr.Oficiancy (MILT) anafyze data, from the- C.PS.,t?n the characteristici of
s . AV ,studeitis attending differeigt, types of posisecondaty

Activifies in 'Est 1977 Analyses of costs, classg,ica- institutions *versifies, 4-year and'2 -year colleges,
ti9n of crikldren and evaluation> measures are under-', -4 arid' vocational-techniCal-sipoOls), sources of Imam-
way

. , z.. .
_

, -,, ciltis assistance, and pWiterns of attendance (e.g.,

Plans for TY 1978 - The report will be cortlpleted
r` part- 'or 'full -time, cO'rttinuotis or interrupted-1 Plans

for thr:SIE - palysis include eiamiriation of the
access arid attainment of target groupsiri ms tuitions
of Kighei education _and a 'State:by...State analysis
bf part!cipItion rates bf .selekted target groups in
tighereducatiOn,,ti relation to the charactensties
of postsecondary> e4. ducation available within the

rStates' - , ,. 1

.

Plans fOr FY 1978 -' Primary effort will, be Plated'
on. 'ceinpleting unTihished analyses and the final
reports by the end of thaiscal year

A
.

Linguistically, Different Children and Adults

NETS is mandated to ieport ,to the Congress by
July I ,1977,Jon the number of schoODage,Ctuldien
and adults , witp' "limited..Engfish-speaking ability"

,,from rift-English' language bficl4roulOs eacht"
State, purshant, to Section 731(c)(,1RAY of the
Bilingual Education Act, 'Title VII, Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as aniended

To assist the Congress further in its 'deliberations
abotit amending the Bilingual Educition Act, NCES
is broadening its-study to include count; of the same

,age groups from each of. 18 specific non - English
languag ckgrounds without. 'regard- to ',English
lang ge pr ficiency and from each of Wig corres-
pp ding eth is groups. Alio, as part Of its aisess-

. .

6

Trends in Education ,

. These -ant)ysos. focus on, events over Mime
relation to education; and econonuc andpocial
factors Proietora.include 1

'
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Trendsin higher Educati n
National Assessment of Ed

(4IAEP)
Natitnal Longitudinal Stu y (NLS)

tional Progress

Trends in Hig)tr Education

Characteristics of stud ts, faculty, and institu-
- nom of higher education are reported annually in

the data collected by th higher education general
- information survey (HE S). NCES- staff are exam-

uung data over a 11-ye r period (19654936). for a
series of studies/describi trends in "h*hevducatibn
Analyses include the en llnient of enteringfreshmen.
and its impact \on the size and composition.of;the
college-student population, postsecondary enrollment
issues, and faculty and/administrative staff differences

. by sex with respeci to compensation and rank
(Recent trends are being probed to deterrrune where
sexual inequities persist and where progress is being
made in removing inequities ) Another analysis on
changes in higher-education enrollment, of paarticular
interest to planners, is theist which is focusing on the
Increased enrollsient of racial /ethnic minorities and
of women hier education The characteristics of
institbti4s that; hai,e enrolled women and Blacks in
increasing numbers are being contrasted with those
in which this has not been the _trend, Thus far, three
studies have been published Earned Degrees Con-
ferred Analysis of Trends, 1965 -66 Thiough .1974-
75, Women's Participation in first-Professional
Degree Pr,ograms in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary
Medicine, and Law 19,69-70 Through 1 974-759 and :
Analysis of Doctor's Degrees Awardecito -Min and
Women, 1970-71 Threfugh 1974,75

:

,

z

National Aussonsent of
Educational Progress (NAEP)

$
NAEP collects data*on ths educational attainment

and background of young Asieridens on a recurring
basis and prepares analyses,c,n the telative, attain-
merits of subgroups of the pvptitation in selected
subject areas over trnke Trsnd analyses pinpAnt
changes In performance by sea, race, and such char-
acteristics as geographic region, size and type of
community, 'and level of parental education. Such
analyses have been published for icieriCe, reading,
writing, and citizenship/social studies primary
analyses, which interpret the basic findings, will
have been completed for all subject areas by the end.
Of fiscal year 1977.

Analyses'are performed toprovide useful informa-
tion for ...curriculum development and educational
decisionmaking. However, to entaisice the utility and
relevance of NAEP data for thesis purposes, NAEP
is increasing its efforts to promote the interpretation
of NAEP results by scholars, subject Trotter special
ists, and rilsearchers. Followup'stisdies of the useful-
ness of NAEP findings to cur4iciatum idevelopment
and decisionmaking, for educate pal kograms are
planned.

7,
*

. Activities in FY 77 The follows s!g analysis activities

.
Activities , in *FY 1977 - The NCES postsecondary ,

4an'alysis staff leg preparing a data plan describing-those
a'specfs of the ,above issues that can be analyzed
from HEGIS data. Potential usefs and uses are being
identified and procurements,are being prepared to
gather'the data for trend analres, and for literture
and policy reviews. When the work has been com-
pleted, the NCES stiff will begin the data analysis
and write the reports.

Plans for FY 1978 - Reports undertaken m istal
`year 1977 will be Completed Where appropriate,

,trends will be reported by sex, type of instituRonal
control, institutional level, faculty rank, length of
service, sources and levels of institutional support;
changes in expenditure patterns, and level of 'program
(2-year, 4-year). FOrther analyses of the HEGIS data
will be planned, both separately and in conjunction
with other data bases. . P

12

are underway

- Exploration of relationships between Sihool coun-
Ailing resources and performance on 'career aware-
ness exercises; and exploration of &reer skills,
work satisfaction, and career awarengs, of out-of-
school 17-yeir-olds
.

= ExploratiOn of relationship of sch
bility. to jerfotmance oit read

'-examination of relatiofketup be

Title I chip-
.assesiment ;
een school

reading ennchment or 11:remedial' program and
reading performance; an examina,tion of changes
in reading achievement.lor groups classified sly
percentage onon-White'students in the school.

- Developing strategies for analyzing' and reporting
the third cycle science-change resultt.

Vicamination of relationship of curriculums vari-
ables to performance and citizenship /social studies
items; and analysis of changes in political kn
edge and attitudes among various pop how
groups over the past 7 yeats.

Reporting of art-assessment results' in drawi
knoViledge, and art attitudes.

20 .
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fiansfoT FY 1978 - Reports oh 1978 mathematics
and 1977 scier4hange data will be prepared.
Additional interpretative, reports will be made op
the 1975 art data ' . >

National Longitudinal Study

NCES is now in its 5th, year of a 6- to 8-year
llfvestigation of the education, jo6 trgining, and,
vocational histories of , a nationally representative
sample of 22,000 young people The longitudinal
study provides data on the extent to which career
plans and aspuations persist over time and are even -
tuall fulfilled or thwarted, characteristics and
abilis of those choosiagarious kinds of Rost-
secondary 'education °end occupations, impaCt of
Federal-funds pn initial educational plans, perSever-
Fee' of intention, and success, and the extent to
which educational experiences prepare youth for
work This study broadens the output measures
available from NCES studies, 'previously output
measures were ;muted mainly to high school and
postsecondary program completions

The inquiry' began in the spring of 1972 with a
/6a5e:year survey of the high school class df 1972-

A student questionnaire, a test battery of verbal and
nonverbal aptitudes/ a school questionnaut, a coun-
selor questionnaire, and school records furnished.
data, on a' nationally representative panel of seniors

>frorn*a sample of 1,200 public, private, and parochial
secondary schools Representatives from educational,
organizations and ttle social, sciences and many
Federal users of the data contributed tothe project.
design

In, the fall of 11973. a followup survey of the
participants in the 19721a;hple obtained information
on their post.higli school educational and work

vi ctivitiew The response rate (93 percent).wks excep-
tionally high, considering the very mobile age group
involved A second followup study, initiated in the'
fall of 074, also obtained a 93 pe*rcent.zesponse
rate Some analyses of base-year, first and second
followup data have been completed and computer

.topes are a-vailabld. Among the report's are Changes
in Attitudes One and One-klatf Years After Gradua-
(Ion and Capsule Description of Second ePollowup
Survey-Data .

Activities for ,FY 1971'.- Federal policy-oriented
analyses of the longitudinal^data base, fhrougksecond
followup. include topics suoh as Access and Persist-
ence in Postsecondary Education' the Use and
Adequacy of Student Financial Aid Programs, Transi-
zion from High School to Work, Demand for Post-
secondary Education, Effects of Secondary Educa-
tion on Postsecondary School Careers, Transfer

Students in Institutions of Higher Education, and
Withdrawal froin-litstitution's of Higher Education-

Plans Joe FY- 4.9-7.11The third followup survey data
base will become available to the general public in
the form of cbmputernett- data tapes. This informa-
tion will describe a critical transition period in the
educational and occupational careers of many of the
1972 high school graduates, i e , many will have
graduated from. 4-year institutions and will be
pursuing a Career 'working full-time), and/or graduate
viqrk Special purpose analyses will be conducted on
such topics as Per'sistence in -Higher Education,
Student Financial Aid, Transition from sPostse.con-
dary 'Education to the World of:Work, and Access
to and Pursuit of Graduate Education -

.
Dissemination

The dikseminition program, providing direct access
to NCES data seeks to reduce the time lag between
data collection and reporting, to increase dati utiliza-
tion through diversification of modes of access,apd
to provide'specialized assistance to users In addition,
the Center aims to make available edpcation data
from varied sources outisde NCES, both:Federal and
non-Federal, and with limited 'NCES resources to
balance usef reqinrernents for various products and
ssvices

Major changes inthe NCES dissenunaticivprogram
for fiscal years 1977 and 1978 will be (rTaccelerateci
avai' ability of data in forms requested by users,
(2) -reduction in. t mber of publications listing
institutional data, tren3).,a shift to they forms of
data -presentation useful to policymakers. Data will
be available through preliminary and updated col;
puter tapes, 'microfiche, and special tabulations,
acceS(to"data tapes will also be provided through the

.on-line computer access system Although a number
of publications listing institutional data will be dis-
continued, publication_ of directories of education
-institutions and organizations, because of heavy
cleman441 will be continued A shift will be made
Toward reports thatInghlight 'significant trends and
offer analytic insights The Center will cofitinue to
provide services to users with needs for more detailed

'statistics
Important ongoing disseminatio8 activates include

an infOrmation service and Preparation of reports
offering general-purpose statistics about .American
education The NCES information service responds
to approitimately 13,000,qu7ries per year from legis-
lators, "government agencies, business aTid other
organizations!, education inYtitutibns, and private
citizens' Responses range from distribution of survey
'data to preparation of special estimates and projec-
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tions 'for government agencies and departments The
annual publication, Digest of Education
summarizes many education time series and offers a
compilation of the most current statistics concerning
education institutions, participants, and finances at
all levels The Projections of Education Statistics
provides a consistent coordinated set of education
data series projected for 10 years The annual
Condition of Education report, submitted to the
Congress on Mardh 1 as required by the Education
Amendments of 197,4, presents statistics on Arnerica

within a social indicators frameworkIL
utilizing a graphic format supported by lqterpretive
text as well as the NCES prograrrl and costs for
current and succeeding fiscal years

Highlights of the dissemination program for fiscal
years 1977 and 1978 include

EDSTA r
Fast Response Survey System

. EDSTAT,

The ESTA1 program disseminates NCES auto-
mated products computer tapes, on-line computer
terminal access, specially prepared tablations, and
microform products,

All data collected by NCES are available on com-
puter tape NCES processes approximately 400 tape
orders per year Certain data are available on eithfr
tape or microform "'he terminal-accessed system
makes available data collected by NCES and other
Federal agencies The system may be interrogated,
on-line, from remote -access terminals in many parts
of the country More than 50 data bases from NCES,
Office for Civil Rights, Bureau of Postsecondary
Education, and the Bureau of the Census are accessed
by over 20..organizations from both the Public arid
prjvate sectors. By means of a recently instituted
special tabulation program, NCES can respond to
special requests for selected data from its collection
of er education survey data Special tabuation
pro is may be subsets or combinations of survey-
data files, produced on tape or in printed tabular
form, customized to user specifications A mailing
label service is included

Activities m FY 1977 A general expansion in all

activities is being undertaken, with emphasis, on
special tabulations 'and the terminal-accessed system
An kbility to link data bases to be developed by the
end of the fiscal year will enable on-line terminal
users to rtriev data from more than one data base,
and enhance both the terminal-accessed system and
the special tabulation service Continuing emphasis is
placed upon disseminating "early release" data
shortly after acquisition and before an entire survey
has been processed

Plans for FY 1978-- During FY 1978, NCES expects
to combine- all its ,data-processing activities with a

single computer vendor, thus enhancing all automated
dissemination activities and significantly reducing the
time between data collection'and dissemination

Efforts will be made to improve tape documenta-
tion and to broaden the areas from which data are
selected for inclusion in dissemination programs

14

Fast Response Survey System (FY 1977-197$)

NCES' Fast Response Survey System (FRS),
prOviding capability for rapid data collection and
dissemination, is. designed-'to produce nationally
representative data in approximately 3 months 2nd
ta focus' on current policy-related issues Samples

have been selected to represent the following
educational sectors ,local educational agencies,

elementary-secondary schools (both public' and
private), institutions of higher education, and non-
collegiate postsecondary schools with occupational
programs State education agencies are surveyed as a
universe Two surveys, were conducted with FRSS in

1976 one reported data from SEAs on Stateviide
developments in performance-based education, the
other reported data on job-placement services'
provided by school districts to high school students,
graduates, and dropouts

,NCES ofters this service to Federal education
policymakers FFItS has received support from data
suppliers nd users; and thus far has involved the
Office or the Assistant Secretary for Education, the
National Institute of Education, and the Department
of Labor, as w State and local education
agencies. The Cen I be able to conduct 5 such

surveys in fisdal ye 77, plans forbfiscal year 1978
will be based upon experience gained in the 2 pre..
ceding years
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EDUCATION. STATISTICS,
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The NCES data collection program represents a'
concerted effort to structure a comprehensive and
flexible education data base and to provide users with
(I) a solid core- of data delineating the essential
features of the education enterprise in the United

8. States and describing those who participate in the
enterprise, and (2) a varied, detaAid Dow of informa-
tion bearing on changing policy issues

To meet he requirements for providing thisik,
complete dat base, NCES must assume responsibility
for collecting comprehensive and useful educational

'data However, NCES recognizes its limitations in
collecting all the education data that are needed.

di r.. NCES collects data descriptive of educational.
T institutions and of the individuals who participate in

their activities The Center is placing increasing
emphasis on student data, while continuing to main-
tam the data cores indicative of the condition of
educational institutions. Those data bases wit( be
streamllned to focus on data elements closely related
to policy and program requirements.

fa,

Student Needs, Characteristi
Backgrounds, and Outco

The new program emphasis on ,student data and
the impact of educational experiences on students
respond to persistent Federal concerns about match-
ing student needs and educational services, meeting
acceptable performance standards, and /moving from
education to work The follirving projects reflecting
this emphasis are underway:

Bilingual Education
Design of Children's Education' Survey
Preprimary Enrollment of Children UndeeSix
National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP)

National Longitudinal Study,
'Varacteristics of Students in Noncollegiate

Poststcondary Education
Target Group Transition
Target Group Participation in Postsecondary

Education
Participation in Adult Education

I

Bhingual Edcation

To ,provideilata° for its own mandated reports to
the Congress and for those of the Commissioner of
Education, NCES is completing the final surveys in
its Bilingual Education Surve'ysprogram. ,

Institutions of Higher
...

Education (1HE) - IHE Survey:
This survey will, provide- information on the enrol
ment, graduates, curricular and organ,04201_,
arrangethents of 300 institutions of higher education
which offer training m.a program to enable teachers
and instructional personnel to serve student's of
limited English-speaking ability

Survey of Teachers' Language Skills - This survey is
providing national estimates of the. number of

, elementary-secondary sch oji teachers, who are
-teaching or who have other ments.but who are
qualified to teach, children of limited English-
speaking ability.

15
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Survey of Income and Education (S1E) - The 51E,
completed during FY 1976 by the bureau of the
Census, provided the names and addresses of the
schools attended by children ages 4-1* from !non-
English-language bakgrounds. The Bureau of the
Census will seek written consent from a sub- sampleof
parents oj. approximately 7,000 children for release
of their names'and permission for NCES to acquire
school- record information. (This meets the provisions
of the Bureau of the Census confidentiality require-
ment and the requirements of the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended;
regarding the release of school records.) If sufficient
numbers of parents agree, school data about these
children and the services they receive till be collected
along with comprehensive assessments of their
English - language proficiency. This project is
cooperatively _ funded by NCES and. the National
Institute of Education.

Plans for FY 1978 - The reports to be prepared
are described under the Analysis Section.



Design of. Children's Educaticon
.;

Survey
f

The Children's Survey seeks a him and recurrent
set of data, on aspects of children's lives that affect
educational growth and development. The survey will
also provide a vehicle for a more extensive set of
studies on Federal policy and program planning issues

related, to children's education and social and
economic well-being Approximately 3 years will by'
required for planning and developing the scope of the
study, ineasures and instruments, sample design, and
survey costs. Consideration will also be given to the
feasibility of including State estimates, school record
data linkages, child assessment and achievement
measures, and specialized population and longitudinal
studies in related sociakpoliCy areas

The study deriving film this planning effort
should provide national estimates of the distribution
of a variety of education problems and handicaps
among school-age children and the association of the
problems and handicaps with othef educational,
social, family, and economic factors Together with
data on the services provided by schools and by
private and government programs, the assessment of
inter-related needs o( school-age children should be
useful, .to the Congress, to the HEW, and to other
agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels in
planning and assessing the adequacy of educational
services Focusing at the policy and plannoig level of
analysis, the study will identify and develop special
samples, studies and supplements as required for

.
policy planning

Activities in FY 1977 - A study to determine the
data gaps and the need for instrument review and
development has been completed. A supplement to a
national survey of children and parents was developed
coopplitively ath a private foundation, to provide
base-line estimMs of population characteristics and
the level.of agreement between parents and teachers
on bhildren's impairments and educational handicaps

Plans for FY 1978 - Further planning efforts will be
undertaken to develop ,a data plan for the study, to
examine the appiopnate slope and magnitude of the
proposed study, and to determine the feasibility of
alternative data-collection methods. Recommenda-
tion on study feasibility, method, and scope will be
made.

Preprimary EnrollMent of Children Under Six

NCES is monitoring the increasing preprimary
enrollment in the United States through a contract.
with the Kreau of the Census to collect data through
its current population survey (CPS). The CPS data

to

generate regional and natidnal- estimates of pre-
primary enrollment related to a number of socio-
economic factors; age of child, race; region of
country, public or school, metropolitan
status, (*tidy income, occu iron and education of
household head. The educational community is
concerned with the growth of participation in pre-
primary education, because it changes the entering
student population and has programmatic implica-
tions which need to be examined

.Actiyities M FY 1977-- The final report on the
October 1975 study is being prepdred Planning is
underway for the 1977 study

Plans for FY 1978 The 1977 study will be
completed.

National Assessment of Educational Progress

The Nationa) Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) is an annual survey of The knowledge, skills,
understandings, and attitudes of selected groups of
young Americans It is the only national data base
periodially providing a comprehensive and
systematic accounting of national educational
achievement and measure of whether Nhnols are

,Meeting the needs of a modern, technological society
The project focuses on two main questions: (1) What

/is the educational attainment of various population
groups in major school elated subject areas?/
(2) What are the-changes in attainment over time, IS
any, in these areas? From as inception, the National
Assessment has been construed as a means for
locating -areas of unequal achievement similar in
concept to "pockets of unemployment" and has been
providing achievement data for various disadvantaged
groups as well as for other groups In addition, NAEP
is bemg adapted to provide data on mastery of basic
life skills.

NCES contracts with the Education Comission of
the States for the collection, analysis, and reporting
of the achievement of a representative national
sample, of 4 age groups. 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds,
and adults (aged 26-35). Results are summarized
nationally for each age group by sex, race, geographic
region, size and type of community, and level of
parental education.

Baseline assessments have been Completed for
science, wring*, citizenship,reading, literature, social
studies, music, mathematics, art, and career and
occupational development Second assessments have

s
been made in' science, writing, reading, and citizen-

, ship/social studies. Sixty-seven reports on assessment
findings have been published. Thirty-five mates and
a number of local education agencies are using
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materials, procedures, and findings from the project
for the conduct of their own assessments.

r
Activities .for FY 1977 - Reports are being published
on. the changes in reading skills of 9-, 13- and 17-
year -olds from 1971 to 1975, the basic niath skills
performance of 13- and 17-year-olds (conducted in
1975, the results of the first art assessment (19754;
additional result{ on the assessment of career and
occupational ddelopment (1?74) and changes in
writing performance from 1970 to 1974; and inter-
pretation of relults on the second assessment of
citizenship/social studies performance (assessed on
1 97 6),

The third assessment of science and a special probe
in basic life skills are being conducted.:.

Materials for the second assessment,of mat(he-
mat ics and humanities (art, music, literature) and the
third assessment of writing as well as for a special
probe in consumensmare being developed.

Plans for FY '1978 - The major reports to be
published sill address changes in citizenship/social
studies performance from 1970/1972 to 1976, trends
in science''achievement based on 3 assessments in
1970, 1973 and 1977, results of the first compre-
hensive assessment of basic life skills, and an
interpretation of results on the third assessment of
science.

The second assessment of mathematics and a
special probe of writing mechanics will be conducted
for all 4 age groups Materials for writing (cycle-1)
and humanities (cycle 2) will be prepared, and
objectives and exercises for reading (cycle 3) and
career and occupational develdpment,(cycle 2) will be
developed

National Longitudinal Study

- The National Longitudinal Study of the High
School Class of 1972 is in its 5th year and third
followup of an investigation into the educatiOn, job
training, and vocational histones of young people
w'ho graduated from high school in 1972. Through
the longitudinal design, outcomes such as post-
secondary education, job experiences, career
orientation, and socioeconomic status are related to
farruly background, educational attainment, early fob
experiences, aspirations, and attitudes, The study
provides -a continously updated data bit'se to assist
de c-isionmakers in developing legislation and programs
to help students fulfill their educational objectives.

Activities in FY 1977 - The NLS, third followup
survey was intuited in October 1976, with a mailing

of the questionnaire to 21,800 potential respondents.
Third tallowy survey data will be collected, edited,

_.and developed into a usable computerized data base
pieparatory.to the initiation of analytical operatiOns.

- Plans for FY 1978 - The third followup survey data
will become dvailable to the general public in the
form of computerized data tapes.

Preparation will be made for the fourth followup.
field test which is to take place in 1978. The field
testing of approximately 900 high school graduates
of the class of 1971--the' field test group since the
beginning of the project-L -will be conducted in
preparation for the fourth followup survey of the
high school class of 1972 in 1979

11

Characteristics of Students in Noncollegiate
Postsecondary Schools

/ICES, for the first,time, is surveying ,a sample of
students enrolled in noncollegiate postsecondaiy
schools to determine students' perceptions of their
occupational training experiences. Student profiles
will be derived from data on student and parental
educational background, sex/racial/ethnic group,
military status, work experience, past and current
occupational training experiences, reasons for
selecting the program, and career plans.

Activities in FY 1977 The survey is being
administered.

Plans for FY 1978 - The report will be completed.

Target Group Transition

Evidence indicates that groups such as the eco-
nomically deprived, women, and racial/ethnic minor-
ities are teislkely to complete secondary school and
to pursue postsecondary education. Since retention
rate of target group members fluctuates from one
school system to another, questions arise about
differenderin school systems which may account for
the different retention rates. This project is designed
to address that question by developing national
estimates of. (a) the rates of school dropout/
completion and postsecondary attendance for the
general population and for specific target groups,
(b) the degree of variability among school systems in
dropout rates and postsecondary attendance, (c) the
grouping of target and other students in different
curriculums or programs, and (d) the underlying
policies and piactices associated with curriculums and
programs. The educational attainments of target
group and other student populations will then be

17

2'



related to school curricullims and progr,ams (and their
underlying policieS and practices).

Activities for FY 1977 - A data plan in preparation
specifies the ?cope and magnitude of the study and
-Makes preliminary determinations of instrumenta-
Lion, sampling, and other aspects of survey design
Because the present study departs from previous
inquiztes of this nature, which fodused on the level'of

, resources schoolwide rather than on their organiza-
tion and how they affect specific students, a p114
study of secondary school system grouping
procedures and related practices is being developed
and implemented during the year, This pilOt effort
involves sclioo1 observations, development pf instru-
ments, and specifications of sample and survey -

design

Potential users and uses, of the data are being
identified Concomitantly, actions are underway to :
establish a technical advisory committee of repre-
sentatives trom associations c erned with
secondary school policy and prkti and a review
committee composed of HEW staff,

- Plans for FY 1978 - NCES staff will analyz the
results of the pilot study and modify,survey design
specifications accordingly, Plans for the large-scale
survey will be completed far implementation in
fiscal year 1979

.1%

Target Group Participation in Postsecondary
Education

This study is designed to determine access and
persistence in postsecdndary educational institutions
an to provide data on the CharaCtenstics of partici-
pants and nonparticipants in eixistsecondary A

education It is the first in a continuing series of.
target-group surveys and will utilize the exist' '

t...1educationally oriented current population surve
(CPS) of the Bureau of the Census In addition to
demographic, enrollment and educational attainm n
data, the 1978 survey Avill focus on the foil
issues

A
Vho atte postsecondary institutions? Who does'

not" Special attention -will be given to the
attendance of "target groups" -- such as
women; racial, linguisitip, and ethnic minori---
ties, lower-income groups; and central-city
and rural residents

What are the attendance patterns with respect to
persistence, intermittence, dropping out
part-time or full-time" How.do'es attendance
vary by target group? How do persistence
patterns vary by target group" How du

-0011

field of study and degree plans vary by-,
target ,group graduatt and pro-
fessional enrolinient Vary-by target group?

What activities occupy postsecondary enrollees') '
NOn4nrolifes" Are 'target groups members
more isolated from faculty? Their fellow
stugnts? Do tart group members in
minonty-dominated institutions have more
leadership opportunities than in majority-
dominated instrtutions. D they receive

-job counseling or carder education?
What forms of financial aid are known and avail-

able and in what amount? How does finan-
cial aid vary by target group"

What are the attitudes toward postsecondary
" education of the general population? How

do educational attitudes and aspirations
differ by target group"

The survey will' provide a foundation for a study
series, repeated (nllkiit every two years to provide
data on major and kinerging_trinds in postse dary
education at tire individual level Selected que tiOns
will"be included on a one-time basis as warrant d by
prevailing policy consideration

Activities in-FY 1977 - SpecifiC activities underway
include a data plan which specifies the scope and
magnitude of the study, design of an instrument and
identification of data users: Members .from Federal
agencies involved in postsecondary education are
reviewing, advising, and working closely with NCES
on the several-studies

Plans for FY 1978 - Arrangements will be made with
thF Bureau of the Census for including a supplement
in its October 1978 CPS, The data plan and final
instrumentation will be completed in 1978,

Participation in Adult Education

Through a bureau of the Census household survey
administered triennially sink 1969, NCES monitors
and reports on adult participation in education during
the previous 12 months. Data are collected on the

otypes of activities in which adults participated,
reasons for participating, degree of satisfaction with
the activities, and basic demographic data such
educational and occupational background, sex/age/
racial/ethnic group, and veteran status -

Activities in FY 1977 - A report of the 1975 survey
was published,
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Plans for FY 1978 - The survey will be readmin
istered:
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Institutional Data

. Concomita with'; revision- and redesign of
institutional- to collectio , NCES is deVeloping
comprehensive, ograrrOof Bata collection to supply a
basic gore of institutional data ,conipatible with data
describing individuals. The data collection will be
conducted at several levels (Mstitution,,district, State)
and coordinated with information systems now being
developed. Basic institutional- tienddata essential to
users of education statistics will be-continued, but the
series is being r*viewed in order to eliminate .data
elements that are of lovier priority, or are difficult to.
collect, or that need not be collected as frequently.

jhe program activities are reported under the follow-
ing headings
so

Elementary- Secondary bducatlop
PostsecondarY Education.
Education Manpower
Learning Resources

Elementary-Secondary Education

implementatiun of a major, restructured dafa-
collection program. in elementary-secondary
edifcation will provide information from the universe
of school "districts on race/ethnic enrollments,,
finances, and staff of all public and nonpublic
schoOls. The program will consist of a basic core of
,institutional and particilaant-data designed to address
Issues affecting government and e.ducation policy -and
decision makers Data for the base are ex_pected to be
obtained almCgt entirely. from State education
agencies without impbsing an additional biarden on
local school systems. Projects are described under the
following titles

Common Core of Data (CeDlik
Elementary- Secondary General Information

System ( ELSEGIS)
LEA Finance Survey
Nonpublic School Survey*. #
Federal Impact Aid on Local School Systems

A
1ducational agencies,' ai tateeducation agencies

is ;being planned for full - scale' implementation during
the school year 1977-78. This project, designed to
ultimately replace .the present elementary-secondary
general, inforination' system' (ELSEGIS); will provide
information from the universe of school districts on
race, enrollments, staffs finances, and facilities of all

Conition Core of Data (CCD I)
. .

census of loca school systems, intermediate

41.

public and nonpublic schools. Development of the
data base design has almost' been completed. A

-current feasibility study will (1) identify data, gaps
between survey forms proposed for CCD 1 E.iirde#`
reports. the State; already require from their t
and (2) assess the comparability between, CCD I and
SEA terms and definitions.

Activities in FY 1977 - The data base design is being
completed anifield tested to determine its feasibility

tcestimates'of implementation cost. Automatit
ila processing' requirements for developing and ti

managing the data base are also being, ascertained.
Interagellp discussions among NCES, the Equal
employment Opportunity Commission, the Office
for Civil Rights, and the Bureau Jof the census are
identifying data needs and. determining which data
needs can be incorporated into CCD.

Plans for FY 1978 - Agreements will be negotiated
with 'the State eduCation agencies to produce data for
local, intermediate, and State agencies. Assistance will
be provided to State education agencies to develop
efficient systems to extract, ompile, and transmit
data needed for the elementaryieconchnitiore.

, Elementary-Secondary General Information System
(ELSEGIS),

ELSEGIS, initiated in 1969 and conducted
annually, has been the primary instrument for acqui-
sition and dissemination of basic data on public
elementary rand secondary education in the United
States, add outlying areas ELSEGIS acquires data
aggregated at the State level on pupils, staff, finances,
and facilities in public elementary and secondary

,education., Data are obtained mainly through cost-
sharing contracts with,State educatiOn agencies which.
actually carry out the data acquiktion, editing, and
preparation. Most.data are obtained from the State
agenntes,.,but in sonic States (at their option) NCES
collects the data directly from the school systems and
schools. Statistics Collected ...by the Bureau of the
Census and the Equal Employment Opportunity;
Commission are also used in he ELSEGIS data base.
The ELSEGIS system will- be maintained until data
continuity under the common core of data (CCD I)
is,assured.
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Activities in- FY 1977 - Data, on numb* of school
districts, scrSc' s, pupils and: staff employed during
the 1976-7 hool year are beam collected. The
following replits are belg issued'"

Revenues and. Expenditures for Public School
Purposes, 1976

,

AAA
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Statistics of State School Systems, 1974
Bond Sales, 1976
Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondary

Day Schools, Fall 1976.
Education Directory. Public School Systems,

1976-77
Education Directory: State Education Agency

Personnel, 1976-77

Plans for FY 1978 - Similar data willbe collected for,.
the 1977-78 school year and a set of Publications
similar to those listed for FY 1977 will)e published

LEA Finance Survey,

The annual survey of local public school systems is
conducted jointly by NCES and the Governments
Divislip of the Bureau of the Census It provides data
on receipts by source (including the distribution of
Fede'ril funds by major programs), and on expendi-.
'tures by purpose Data are collected by the Bureau of
the Census on a report form developed jointly by the.
two agencies For most years, data are collected from
a sample of approximately 6,1t10 local public school

4 systems, for the census of governments year,
FY 1977, coverage will be 100 eercent. It is-antici-
pated that the common core of data will replace the
survey

Activities in.FY 1977 - Data for fiscal years 1974 and
197k have been put into the EDSTAT sysIem A
preliminary report containing summary data for
FY 1975, is being prepared in addition to a coml.:we-

ar; henve report based on data for FY 1974 and
FY 1,975 Data for FY 1976 are being collected.

Plans for FY 1,978 - Data for FY 1976 will be put on
EDSTAT One or more publications tiased on these
data will be 'leased, The data for FY 1977 will be
\collected by the Bureau of the Census from all LEAs
in the.U,'S.

.

I

Nonpublic Sohool Survey

Little is known about nonpublic schools in the
United States, whgFli enroll an estimated 10 percent
of the elementary-secondary school population
NCES plans a recurring survey pf tht important
sector of the elementary-secondary educational
system This survey will gather census data on enroll-.
ments, staff, revenues, and expenditures

Activities in FY 1977 - Data are being collected and
processed. The repOrt will be available by the end of
the fiscal year. Plans are being formulated to update
the data base for the 1977-78 school year.

Plans for FY 1978 - This survey will be implemented
for the 1977-78 school year

Fediral Impact Aid on Local School Systems

The Congress expressed interest in a study of
inipact aid including an analysis of the economic
impact If the Federal presence on LEAs that receive
impact (SAFA) aid. NCES prepared two reports on

- impact ,aid that were transmitted in August 1975.
Subsequently, NCES contracted for the design of
an econometric model to provide estimates of the
economic impact. A description of the model was
sent to the chairmen of The cognizant committees
fOr their consideration NCES plans to conduct this
study if the Congress still wishes NCES to do so

Postsecondary Education

NCES maintains a basic set of statistics on the
diverse institutions providing' 4 postsecondary
education At the present time, the institutional data
series for postsecondary, education are being
examined so that data needs can be balanced .by
requirements to reduce respondent burden. Con-
certed efforts will be made to reduce the length of
survey forms, to use sampling and to decrease the
frequency of selected surveys where appropriate
Future plans call for the development of a core
design for postsecondary education. The, projects
for 1977 and 1978 a described under the following
headings
.
Zostsecondary Data Core Design

;'Wederal Component of the State Level,
Info-I-Nation Base

Higher Education GeneraLInformapon Survey
(HEGIS)

Noncollegiate Postsecondary Education
Adult Education Surveys
Vocational Education Data System

20

Postsecondary Data Core Design
. .

The design of a postsecondary common core will
proVide an orderly specification of data elements that
are needed on a recurrent basis, with identification of it
the quantification, definitilm and likely aggregations
and cross-tabulations of elements. The first steps in
designing the Common core of postsecondary datadnrequire interaction, of repro tative 'postsecondary
education groups, such as e postsecondary educa-
tion policy committee . on information; the

S.



participant states grow involved in the State-level
information base project, lit Feder-al agent), com-
mittee on State statistics, and the NCES review
workgroup for the higher education general informa-'
t ion survey

Activities in FY 1977 - A conference is planned,
involving administratori, advisors, and consultants,
of the various groups cited above The conference is
to be held at the same time as the meetings planned

' and conducted by NCES and the National Center for
Higher Education Management Systems oh-the State
level information base project and with the State
Higher Education Executive' Officers on the post-.
secondary education network project Representa-
tive's of the latter groups are participating in
discussions on developing a core design Major input
for the conference will be the report of the HEW
Secretary's interagency task force on the higher
education reporting burden

Plans for 1978 - The Major focus will be on continued
progress toward coordination of State and Federal
reports to reduce redundancy and to increase time-
liness and quality of report data and on the develop:
ment of steps toward design of a data core

Federal Component of the State-Level Information
Base

The National Center for Higher Education Manage-
ment Systems (NCHEMS), with the support of the
W K Kellogg Foundation, initiated the development
of the State-level information base (SLIB) project in
1975 SLIB is to provide data for making planning
and management decisions about postsecondary
education at the State level The testing o,f SLIB in
five States has 'teen a major activity" In 1976,14CES
contracted with NCHEMS to include collection of
data about educatitnal outcomes and adult/
continuing education, test the project in two addi-
tional States, and test SLIB at the Federal level
After testing and refining SLIB, a series of training
seminars on the uses of SLIB will be held for officials
from the other States

Activities in FY 1977 - An assessment of Federal level
data needs for postsecondary education planning is
being conducted, plans for the expansion of pilot
testing athe State level are being developed, and
training seminars are being designed.

Pla for Y 1978 - 124finitional,:inconsisiencies
een State and Federal, data systems will' be

identified and attempts made to resolve these incOn-

w

sistencies, SLIB will be tested in two additional
States, data colle relating to educational out-
comes -and to ult/continuing education will be
added to SLIB- package, seminars -on the use of
SLIB w` he conducted, and jecominendations will
be made to NCES regarding chames pre data
collectio needed to facilitate integration of State
and deral data collection.

Higher Education General Information Survey
(HEGIS)

The higher educatiorigeneral information survey
(HEGIS) collects and disseminates data on the
Nation's colleges and universities, including -com-
munity and ,other 2-year colleges Annual surveys

acquire basic information on the siumbers of students
and selected. characteristics of institutions, students,
staff, financial structure, and operations Recurrent
data are also collected on libraries, physical facilities,
and other educational activities that are not neces-
sarily at a collegiate level All public and independent
institutions of higher education in the United States,
a defined in the Education Directory Colleges and
eniversities( are surveyed The governments In 44
States and the District of Columbia actively
cooperate.with NCES in the HEGIS data collection
In the other six States, NCES deals directly with
institutions .

HEGIS data are Used by States, higher education
associations, policy-research agencies, and by ,the
institutions themselves for plangwg, developinent,
and administration.

A major planning activity for the future of HEGIS
is in process. An NCES staff workgniN,ip is conducting
an extensive review of HEGIS activities and making
recommendations concerning survey coverage and
periodicity.

Activities in FY 1977 - The 1976-77 HEGIS (HEGIS
XI) includes surveys of: institutional characteristics,
earned degrees,' fall enrollment, upper division and
postbaccalaureate enrollment by degree field,
finances, libraries, and. faculty and administrator
salaries and fringe benefits Also included is a
national sample survey of 479 institutions to ()btu&
information on non-credit continuing._ educa,tiW
program offerings.

For the'first time, racialiethnicdata have been
added to the HEGIS XI surveys 'Pf earned degrees
and fall:enrollment, thus incorporating data needs
of the Office for Civil Rights and providing a more
complete base of useful ,information for analysis
and management

Plans for FY 1978 Plans for HEGISI XII will be
completed

29.
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Noncollegiate Postsecomil# Education

In recent years, increasing attentioh has- been
focused on noncollegiate postsecondary schools. The
career training provided by these institutions is

recognized as an important national asset and the
production of skilled workers by these schools is
important in determining lator, supply-demand
ratios Early in the 1970's NCES began a series of
surveys to learp more about'notcollegitate. post-
secondary sch6ols, their occupational program
offerings, and their students. NCES williturvey in
1978 approximately 9,000 noncollegiate post-
secondary schools which will proVide the information
for a directory of noncol*giate postsecondary
schools and a report on enrollments and programs in
fhe schools Data collected will include enrollments
and programs by .field, duration, staff, and fees
Enrollment data include sex, full and part-time status,
and completers and leavers

Activities in FY 1977 - The Directorr of Post-,
secondary Schools with Occuliptional Programs,
1,975 -76 has been Publishid The report on the
1975-76 programs and ,enroffrnents All be published
b the end of the flical year

Plans for FY 1978 - The survey for the 1979- 78 -pro-
grams and enrollments will be conducted

Adult Education Surveys
i.

NCES periodically surveys institutions and schools
to determine the extent, of program offenngs for
adultS. Dat) are also collected on enrollment,, staff,
and fees -Recent surveys have been administered to
colleges and universities, correspondence schools, and
to the States

Activities in FY-1977 - Information from a survey of
educational programs or adults in colleges and urn-
versales, 1,975-76, is be processed and analytical
tables are being developed A report is being com-
pleted on programs offered by correspondence
schools. .".

, Plans, for FY 1978 - The report' on the 1975 -76
college and university survey will be completed. 'A
compilation of 1977 State reports on adult basic
education will also be completed

tional Education Data System

The Educatrfn Amendments of -.19q6 require that'
NCES develdp a data information system on enroll-

ments, programs, staff, facilities, and expenditures
for vocational education activities Once imple-
mented, the system will be updated as required

Activities in FY 1977 - The basic system will be
designed cooperatiCelth concerned national and
State leaders of v tonal education Training
sessions will be Conducted to prepare the States for
the reporting

Plans for FY 1978 - The system be in operation
for the first year. Refinements will be introduced and
additional instructions provided

Education Manpower

Training, work situation, and job .markets for
teachers are all undergoing major changes The
Education Amendments of 1976 mandate NCES to
conduct recurring surveys on supply of and demand
for educational personnel In fiscal years .1977 and
1978, the NCES program -will begin a sustained
effort to supply data for monitoring trends A
series of studies,required before supply and demand
can be measured

NCES currently has underway studies to provide
some of the data needed. on teacher, supply The
studies of preservice education and recent college
graduates will provide part of the information needed
for teacher supply In addition, NCES plans in fiscal
year 1978 to conduct a study of the reserve supply
of teachers to fill a long-standing need for iriforma-
flap on the current size of the reserve 'pool National
data on the demand for education personnel by
teaching field do not exist and studies will be

'designed to provide this information Steps are being
taken in fiscal year 1977 leading to a recurring survey
design to be implemented in fiscal years 1978 and
1979

Three studies of teacher collective bargaining are
in process on the numbers of teacher collective-
bargaining agreements,.teacher work stoppages, and
development of a teacher collective-bargaining
informatiori system.

NCES' activities include the following surveys.

Recent College Graduates and Additions to
Teacher Supply

Reserve Supply of Teapers
Teacher Demand
Preservice Preparation of Teachers
Inservice Teacher Education z
Teacher Collective Barpinut

4

Recent College Graduates and Additions to
Teacher Supply

This s a recurring survey of the employment and
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education experience of recent college graduates,
with special emphasis on additions to the supply of
teachersviThe study will focus on the number of
recent graduates added to the teacher supply and
their area of specialization, such as special education,
vocationfl education, social sciences, etc

Activities in FY 1977 - Data collection of 1974-75
graduates is complete Results will be available in
spring 1977

7 Plans for FY 197 - Developmental wock wtll begin
for a similar survey of 1976.77 graduates to he
surveyed in spring I '8

'Reserve Supply of Teachers

.. A largely unexplored tattor in assessing teacher
supply is the reserve pool A national sample of
qualified teachers v. ho have taught but are no longer
teaching OF have ncver taughr will he contacted to,
assess their number's, characteristics, and the likeli-
hood of reenterulg the teaching job market

Activities in fY 1977 - Developmental work is under-
way tor a national household survey

Plari's for FY 1978 - Data collection and analysis 41 I I
he carried out

4

Teacher Demand

Data on demand for teachers by teaching field has
been a vital missing element in efforts to model
supply/demand A national sample of newly hired
pubhc school teachers v,i11%'be surveyed_to determine
the tields that nee0d teachers in the fall of 1976

Activihes in FY 1977 - Data arc being co.11ected. ti
Planlifor FY 1978?Data analysis and report prepara-
tion Will he conducted

1
Preservice Preparation of Teachers

Data were collected from`a national sample of
faculty: students, and administrators in teacher-
training institutionliPin the spring of 1976 to provide
comprehensive informatidn on the condition of and
changes in preservice teacher p'reparation

Activities in FY 1977 - Data analysis will be com-
pleted by the end of the fiscal year A series of
reports will be prepared and disseminated on key
topici including

Highlights - National Survey of the Preservice
aration of Teachers'

Baseline pat a on Teacher Supply
Perspectives on Preservice Programs
Costs and financing, Including Federal Aid

Inservice Teacher Education

The current surplus of teachers and the accom-
panying reduction of the teacher turnover rate have
prompted a renewed interest in staff development
programs NCE S and Teacher Corps conducted a
study of inservice education to explore the practices
and problems in inservice teacher education The
major tasks were 'till a review of current literature,
(2) the writing of position papers on contemporary
Issues, (3) an analysis of user needs based (M. tnter-
views with potential users of the data

4 _...'

Activities in FY 1977 Reports will be Issued

Teacher Collective Bargaining

leacher unions and tea hy collective bargaining
have become familiar ie of the educational
scene in many urts of country Although it is
not widely recognized, currently the number of
work izlys lost because of work stoppages is higher
m the field of education than in any otheropccupation

in the publie sector

Activities in FY 1977 - NCES is working with the
Bureaii of the Census through its annual survey of
governmeneemployment to insure that adequate and
timely data on the status and characteristics of
teacher collectiVe-bargaining agreements are available
These data should be available r analysis by fall
1977 In addition, NCES s sponsoring work on
development of a Model teacher collective bargaining
information system for use by all parties engaged in
collective bargaining and negotiations a& the local
level While data to impilement the information
system at the,focal level must be assembled by the
interested parties, NCES will -provide the model to
facilitate use dif the data,

Learning Resources

Libraries, media centers, and educational tech-
nology are major resources' designed to facilitate
learning and acquisition of knowledge

Projects include

Library General Information Survey
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Educational Broad ing
Use of Television a Other Techno16.gy

in the Public Schools
. .

/
Library GeneraHnformation Survey

The Federal GOvecrnment has collected and
reported statistics on Public hbraries Sinb academic
hbraes for nearly 110 years, and for school libraries/
media centers for about half that time From t he.mid-,

1960's td rid-1970's, ACES canducttS separate
surveys, for elementary and secondary school libranes,
colltge and university librarres, and public libiaries'
In the early, 1970.s NCErS made a number °flue-
linunary studies to provide a, foundation for con-
ducting a series of systematic surveys of all t§pes _of,
tibial-1es-> throUghout the UnIted $t:tes - The
priliminary studies established the feasibility of using
a core vocabulary (identical term's and concepts) for
all libraries, ' and produced a workable set of
cooperative arrangements with State agencies for

..
collecting and pre -editing data.
',The. library general information survey (LIBGIS),

was initiated in fiscal year 1974 LIBGIS I collected
data on public libraries; public school libra'nei/media

t centers, and co)jege and university librines. LIBGIS
-11 surveyed college:and university libraries, State and
speciaj hbeartes in State governimints and ii.,
corn-mei.? e and industry. Data in each of the surveys
included inforniation on print and nonprint materials,
exPenditiiips, staffing, physical facilities, service
activities, and hours of services

. k _
Ac ivities in FY.1977 - Preimuna:reports of LIBGIS
IIk

ry
urviys are:being prepared. The survey of 'library

'1, cooperatives, consortia and networks is 'being
designed and the universe-defined. LIBGIS III is

underwq and includes the survey of college and
university libraries,, the public library survey, and
the survey of special libraries in the Federal gOVern-
ment .

r.

Plans for 1978 - LIBGIS IV will be operational and
plans for LIBGIS V will be completed. '

ional Broadcasting: Public Television /-
and Radio.

Since 1§70, Nand the Corporation for Public
Broadcastittg (CPB) have cosponsored a data-

ratiora Information collected from .the Jointly
program pertaining to publiC television and

sponsored NCES/CPB project obtains basic liata from
noripommercial bioadcasting stations on finances,
staffing: scheduling, Production, broadcasting, and

. progleaung for'an entire fiscal year of statibn and
-.licensee operation Currently, NCES and CPB are

cooperating on a FY 1976 survey of public television!,
'and radii/

Activities in FY 1977 Final reixiits from the 1976
surveys are being prepared on public television, CPB-
qualified radio stations and on the status of public
broadcasting

Use of Television and Other Technology in the
Public Schooh

NCESand.CPB are coiponsoring a study to obtain
informa?son about the availability and utilization of
television and other communications technology in
public elementary and secondary schools. Fiadings
will be used by the Division of Educational Tech-
nology in the Office of Education and by CPB to
assess the support and development required to
build end. Maintain educational public television as
'mandated by' the Communications Act of 1934,
Title., III, as 'amended, Part II, Grants for Non-
commerical Educational Broadcasting Facilities,
CPB. The study also provides information for
determining the nature and scope of new television..
programing, authorized utfer Title 111, ESAA,
Section 711. )

Activities in FY 1977 The'surveY is being designed,
developed, and conducted

Plans for FY 1978 The final report will be prepr."---,
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APPENDIX B

, NCES Activities: Estimated Costs for Fiscal Years 197.7 and 1.978

Budget line items, '1977 1978
Estimate Estimate

A Statistical Setvices

1 Assistance

2 Analysis

3 Dissemination

B Education Statistics

Total

.1.
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